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Dear Editor
Health as a fundamental human value and need
is a public right and a common goal of different
sections of society in each country (1).Policies
shape our lives, and these conditions can lead to
positive or negative consequences for the health of
the population and individuals.Health in all
policies includes all financial and economic
strategies, transportation, environments, housing,
and education.Therefore, these policies are
based on values and rules similar to the World
Health Organization's definition in cross-sectoral
cooperation for health and the concept of public
health policies or the total government
achievements (2-4).

The two main strategies for establishing justice
in health are cross-sectoral cooperation and public
participation (1, 4, 5).Cross-sectoral collaboration
is a well-known relationship between the health
sector and other sectors that have been created to
take actions to achieve the final results or
consequences of the health system so that it is
more efficient and sustainable than just the health
sector acting alone (1, 2, 6).
In Iran, cross-sectoral cooperation has always
been considered to ensure community health goals.
One of the legal opportunities for the development
of inter-sectoral cooperation in the health of the
provinces is the formation of provincial health and
food security councils since 2006 (specialized
Health and food security taskforce of the province
since 2008) with duties such as formulating and
approving the province's strategic health plan,
assessing the health status of the province and the
impact of the devices on its improvement,
formulating a plan for AIDS control and
prevention and resolving issues between the health
sector and the Supreme Council of Health and
Food Security, which was predicted in the fourth
development plan of the country at the national
level (7), in addition to the Comprehensive Health
instructions emphasizing on public participation
and cross-sectoral cooperation in order to increase
the effectiveness of the said taskforce, one of the
pillars of the Comprehensive Health Instructions is
the Council of Health Messengers of the
departments and organizations taskforces.A
messenger is a person who acts as a connector,
supporter, and health-oriented consultant for
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devices to create sensitivity in organizations
towards maintaining the health of their
employees,environmental health, and the health
of consumers about their services and products.
They also have another task which is increasing
social accountability, helping to effectively
monitor projects approved by the specialized
Health and food security taskforce, advising
managers and decision-makers on evaluating the
effects of organizational policies on the health of
consumers of services or products of that
organization and reviewing the draft approvals are
necessary for expression in the work of the
specialized taskforce of health and food security
of the province.
Therefore, national and provincial policymakers

are advised to strengthen the position and
empowerment of the Council of Health
Messengers through education, support, and
promotion of its position and utilize the capacity
of this council to realize the important principle
of cross-sectoral cooperation in the field of
health.
Conflict of interest
The authors declare that there is no conflict of
interest.
Authors' participation
V.B. and S.H. conceived of the presented idea.
V.B. and S.H. wrote the manuscript with support
from MH.L. All authors read the manuscript and
verified it.

References
1. Damari B, Vosoogh Moghaddam A. improving approaches of intersectoral collaboration for health by health and
food security high council in IR Iran. Journal of School of Public Health and Institute of Public Health Research.
2014;11(3):1-16. [Persian]
2. Damari B, Vosough MA, Rostami GN, et al. Analysis of Intersectoral Collaboration in the Iranian Health System for
Implementing Health in all Policies: Challenges and the Way Forward (This Research was Conducted Before the
Covoid-19 Pandemic). Journal of School of Public Health and Institute of Public Health Research. 2020; 18(1): 1-16.
[Persian]
3. Marmot M. Social Determinants of Health Inequalities. The lancet. 2005;365(9464):1099-104.
4. Storm I, Harting J, Stronks K, et al. Measuring Stages of Health in All Policies on A Local Level: The Applicability
of A Maturity Model. Health Policy. 2014;114(2-3):183-91.
5. Damar B. Role and Share of Iranian Governmental Organizations in Public’s Health. Payesh (Health Monitor).
2015;14(5):515-24.
6. Canada PHAo. Crossing sectors: experiences in intersectoral action, public policy and health. Public Health Agency
of Canada Ottawa; 2007.
7. Damari B, Moghaddam A, Salarianzadeh H. 3 Years performances of the Provincial Health and Food Security
Councils in IR Iran: the way forward. Journal of School of Public Health & Institute of Public Health Research.
2012;10(2):21-8. [Persian]

104

